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Rongalite: A Useful Reagent in 

Organic Synthesis



Introduction
 First literature appearance in Chemische Berichte in 1905

 Made industrially by:

 The name comes from the french word rongeage, meaning 
discharge or decolorizing agent.  

 When acidified it decomposes into sulfoxylate and formaldehyde

 SO2
2- works as a nucleophile or a reducing agent (1 e- donor)

 Common uses:

 Redox initiator source in emulsion polymerization

 Bleaching agent for printing and dyeing

 Heavy metal antidote (Hg, Au, Cu, Ba, Sb, Pb, Bi)

 Photographic developer

 Reagent in organic synthesis
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Thanks!!!
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